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SPECIAL EDUCATION FINANCE 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MANUAL 

 
PURPOSE: To present the concepts of special education in Iowa emphasizing 

the financing and reporting of special education programs. 
 

A. Executive Summary………………………………………..………..pages 4-5 
• Evaluation 
• Identification of students 
• Services 
• Count 
• Funding and Costs 

1. State 
2. Federal 

• Reporting/Accountability 
1. State Dollars and Numbers 
2. Federal Dollars and Numbers 

• School Budget Review Committee (SBRC) 
 
B. Definitions……………………………………………………………pages 6-8 
 
C. District of Residence…………………………………………………….page 9 
 
D. Other Agencies…………………………………………………….pages 10-14 
• DHS  
1. Special Education Children Living in Foster Care Facility 

2. Special Education Children Placed by District Court 
• AEA – Juvenile Shelters, Incarcerated Prisoners 
• Private Providers – 28Es 
• Sample 28E Agreement 
• Mental Health Institutes  
• Regents Institutions 
• Nonpublic Schools  
 
E. Financials 
• Tuition In/Out and Sample Contracts………………………………pages 15-17  
• General Education Program Costs………………………………….pages 18-19 
• Chart of Accounts…………………………………………………..pages 19a-d 
• Transportation………………………………………………………pages 20-21  
• Special Education Resident Student Expenditures…………….………..page 22  
• Balance of Funds Calculation…………………………………………...page 22 
• Forms……………………………………………………………….pages 23-34  
• Worksheets and Template…………………………………………..pages 35-52  
• Reporting……………………………………………………………pages 53-54 
 
F. Technical Assistance Manual for Completing the Special Education Supplement 
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